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pledge that we shall confound our enemies and, when the war
is over, build a sure peace for all freedom-loving peoples.
WINSTON CHURCHILL, to Stalin, June 1942.
The news of the conclusion and ratification of the Treaty of
Alliance between the U.-S.S.R. and Great Britain found me,
together with a group of fellow scientists, in Kirghizia, Central
Asia, where we had gone to do urgent work in connection with
the mobilising of the resources of the Soviet East for defence.
In the name of all the scientists of our country, I am happy
to convey hearty congratulations to you personally, and through
you to all the scientists of friendly Great Britain. We are all
convinced that this Treaty will be the greatest historical land-
mark on the road to further rapprochement between the two
great democratic States.
Allow me to express my deep conviction that the Treaty will
facilitate still further the strengthening of the friendship between
the scientists of our countries, united for the struggle against
Hitlerite Germany.
There is no doubt that the scientists of all peace-loving coun-
tries, and above all of Britain, the U.S.A., and the U.S.S.R., will
give all their strength and knowledge for the speediest victory
over our common enemy, which is the first condition of the
further advance of science in the name of humanity's progress
and happiness.
PROFESSOR KOMAROV (President of the Soviet
Academy of Sciences), to Sir Henry Dale
(President of the Royal Society).
It is never easy for two peoples to arrive at a real understanding
of one another. In the case of our Soviet Allies we have tended
more to admiration than understanding. Many who now speak
with the utmost enthusiasm of our Russian Allies have little, if
any, understanding of their social, political, or economic life.
Friendship that is based only upon admiration and lacks under-
standing is apt to be fragile and easily broken. We must therefore
do our utmost to increase the understanding of the Soviet
Union and its people among all classes of our society, and we
must try our best to give the Soviet people a true picture of our
country and our people. Real friendship between peoples